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THE ESSENTIAL REQUISITE OF
PROTECTING THE FINALITY OF

PROPHETHOOD
AND THE SANCTITY OF THE

.,
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— =

Zahid-ur-Rashdi |

Every year on the seventh of September,
"Yaum-e-Khatm-e-Nubuwwat" (Day of the Finality
of Prophethood) is observed across the country. On
this occasion, gatherings are held, processions are
taken out, the historic decision of Parliament
regarding Qadianis on 7 September 1974 is
recalled, and while paying tribute to the leaders and
segments who made that decision, the demands and
requirements of the Khatm-e-Nubuwwat movement
are reiterated.

When Mirza Ghulam Ahmad Qadiani, in the
environment of British domination after the 1857
War of Independence, proclaimed prophethood,
then:

1. The very first task was that of the scholars of
Islam, which they performed excellently — that
is, the leading scholars of all schools of thought,
under the leadership of Allama Syed
Muhammad Anwar Shah Kashmiri (RA), Hazrat
Pir Mehr Ali Shah Golravi (RA), Hazrat
Maulana Sanaullah Amritsari (RA), and
Maulana Mazhar Ali Azhar (RA), declared
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad Qadiani and his
followers outside the fold of Islam due to the
claim of new prophethood and new revelation
and other blasphemous beliefs, and declared

Pt s

e

them a new religion and community separate
from the Muslim Ummah. And the entire
Muslim Ummah agreed upon this decision of
the scholars.

. In the second stage, from the side of those

possessing modern thought, knowledge, and
education, the Thinker of Pakistan, Allama
Muhammad Igbal (RA), announced the same
position, declaring it the agreed-upon stance and
belief of both the old and new classes, and
demanded from the then British government that
instead of counting Qadianis alongside
Muslims, they should be given the status of a

separate and non-Muslim community.

. The third stage was to determine the political

and social status of Qadianis settled in Pakistan
after the establishment of Pakistan. On this, the
leading scholars of all schools of thought once
again gathered, and Maulana Syed Abul Hasanat
Qadri (RA), Amir e Shariat Syed Ataullah Shah
Bukhari (RA), Maulana Syed Abul Al'la
Maududi (RA), Maulana Syed Muhammad
Daud Ghaznavi (RA), Maulana Ahmad Ali
Lahori (RA), Maulana Mufti Jafar Hussain
(RA),
demanded from the government that instead of

and other leading scholars jointly

2
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counting Qadianis alongside Muslims in
Pakistan, they should be given the status of a
separate and non-Muslim minority in the
constitution and law. On this, a countrywide
movement was launched in 1953, thousands of
people drank the cup of martyrdom, and
thousands went to prisons — among whom,
besides scholars and religious workers, the
business community, the legal community,
leaders of political parties, and other segments
were also included. This gave the demand the
status of a national demand and requirement.
This movement continued continuously, and in
1974, Parliament, through unanimously passed
constitutional amendments, included Qadianis in

the list of non-Muslim minorities.

During this period, cases regarding this issue
continued to come under discussion in courts at
every level, and ultimately the Supreme Court of
Pakistan also affixed its seal of confirmation on
Qadianis being a non-Muslim  minority.
Apparently, this movement reached its logical
conclusion, but Qadianis refused to accept this

decision and:

1. On the one hand, they boycotted every stage of
implementation of this decision within the
country — for example, they refused to count
themselves as non-Muslims in the census, and
besides this, they also boycotted the elections
for the seats reserved for Qadianis in the

which

continues to this day, and there is a continuous

national and provincial assemblies,
obstruction in the implementation of these

decisions of Parliament and the Supreme Court.

2. While on the other hand, Qadianis turned to
international institutions and, declaring the
decisions and laws made regarding Qadianism
in Pakistan to be a violation of international
human rights agreements, beat the drum of their
victimhood and deprivation. On this, many
international forums and lobbies came out in

their support, and this debate continues to this
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day in various international institutions and

forums, and its scope is continually expanding.

Consequently, that scholarly, legal, and political
struggle — which had been ongoing for a century
within the region in public gatherings, elected
institutions, courts, and forums, after this decision
— became a subject of international institutions,
international and

agreements, intervention by

external forces in Pakistan's internal affairs.
Today's situation is that in scholarly debates, public
gatherings, legal and constitutional institutions, and
the political environment, on the front of scholars,
religious and political parties, forums of the legal
and business communities, and public opinion, this
decision holds the status of an agreed-upon national
position, and demands are being made for its
implementation — but in international institutions
and circles, there is no environment to confront the
ongoing proceedings against this decision, due to

which external pressure is continually increasing.

As of the
movement, my respectful request has been going

a worker Khatm-e-Nubuwwat
out to all circles that leaving this front empty for
Qadianis is not right. The decision to declare
Qadianis a non-Muslim minority is a national
decision, and defending it is our national duty. And
we did do so on one occasion — that when this
issue was presented in the Supreme Court of South
Africa,
delegation to it, which included leading scholars

the Government of Pakistan sent a
who presented Pakistan's position in the Supreme
Court of South Africa, as a result of which the
court's decision came in favor of Muslims. Besides
this, I do not recall that any official delegation from
Pakistan went to any international forum on this
issue and took the trouble to present Pakistan's
position.

Along with this, the law for the protection of the
sanctity of Prophethood (PBUH) and the death
penalty for the blasphemer of the Prophet (PBUH)
is also under discussion in international institutions

in the same way, and there is a continuous demand
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being made to the Government of Pakistan to
abolish both these laws,
pressure is increasing for this. In this background, I

and rather external

want to submit that regarding both these laws —
the protection of Khatm-e-Nubuwwat and the
protection of the sanctity of Prophethood — we
should participate in the discussion taking place in
international institutions in the same way as we
appeared in the Supreme Court of South Africa and
succeeded in clarifying our position and obtaining a
correct decision. For this, there are four stages and
circles in my mind that are worthy of attention from
all of us:

1. The first circle is that this issue is one of the
consensus belief and position of the Muslim
Ummah, therefore the representative body of
Muslim governments, the "Organisation of

(0IC),

forward and pursue this case. If it is not

Islamic Cooperation" should come
prepared for this, then it is the responsibility of
the "Rabita Alam-e-Islami" (Muslim World
League), as it is a recognized international
institution of Muslims and it was the first at the
global level to announce Qadianis as a non-
Muslim minority, therefore this case should be
taken in hand by the "Rabita Alam-e-Islami."
While besides this, there is also an international
under the title
(World Muslim
Congress); if it also declares this case as its own

organization of Muslims
"Motamar Alam-e-Islami"

case, then it can do so.

2. In the second stage, since both the laws
concerning Qadianism and the sanctity of
Prophethood (PBUH) are enforced in Pakistan
and it is on their basis that the campaign is run,
therefore the Government of Pakistan should
itself become a party in these cases. In the era
when respected Sahibzada Noor-ul-Haq Qadri
was Federal Minister for Religious Affairs, we
appeared before him with a delegation of the

Jort
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Pakistan Shariat Council and formally requested
that, regarding Khatm-e-Nubuwwat and the
sanctity of Prophethood, in the discussions and
disputes  taking place in international
institutions, Pakistan is discussed as a state,
therefore the Government of Pakistan should
come forward in defense of its country and
constitution, and a permanent department of the
Federal Ministry of Religious Affairs should be
established which, with the assistance of leading
scholars and legal experts, defends the country

in these cases.

. In the third stage, it is the responsibility of the

religious parties working under the title of

protection  of  Khatm-e-Nubuwwat  and
protection of the sanctity of Prophethood that if
no one else is serious about participating in
these cases, then they should, by forming some
organization of their own, individually or
jointly, pursue Qadiani activities in international
institutions and forums regarding both these
laws; and arrange to present their position

themselves in these institutions.

. While in the fourth stage, Pakistanis residing in

Western countries, especially America and
Europe, should form NGOs within the scope of
the environment and facilities there. If NGOs of
Western countries can work in our countries,
why can't our NGOs work there? Therefore,
Muslims living there, especially Pakistanis,
should, in an organized manner, arrange for the
defense and protection of their belief regarding
the protection of Khatm-e-Nubuwwat and the
protection of the sanctity of Prophethood and
other religious matters — this would be the
greatest requirement of the time and a religious
and national service. May Allah Almighty grant
us the ability to do so, Ameen Ya Rabb-ul-
Alameen.

https://zahidrashdi.org/5897
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CONSTITUTION
OF PAKISTAN

Pakistan's  constitutional history is not
After 14 August 1947,
Pakistan continued to be governed under the
1935 with minor

amendments, and the founder of Pakistan, Quaid-e-

particularly glorious.

Government of India Act

Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah, was appointed
Pakistan's first Governor-General. Elections for
Pakistan's first Constituent Assembly were held in
July 1947. These representatives were not directly
elected; rather, members of the assemblies of East
Bengal, West Punjab, Sindh, the Frontier, and
Balochistan indirectly elected 69 individuals. The
inaugural session of the first Constituent Assembly
was held on 10 August 1947 in Karachi at the
Sindh Assembly building under the chairmanship
of Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah. This
Assembly functioned from 1947 to 1954.

Elections for the second Constituent Assembly,
comprising three hundred members, were held on
21 June 1955, and in this Assembly a constitution
based on the principle of equal representation
between West and East Pakistan was approved on
29 February 1956. Under it, West Pakistan was
made a single unit and given the status of a
province, but elections could not be held under this
constitution.

Pukistan’s Constitutional Hislory

Pakistan’s Constitutional

History & Backgoound of the

ot

Twenty-Eighth Amendment

°
1956

Mufti Munib-ur-Rehman
1947 - 2024

. . .

°
1962 1973 1985 2010 2015

On 7 October 1958, the Commander-in-Chief of
the General Muhammad Ayub Khan,
imposed martial law and, becoming President and
Chief Martial Law Administrator, took control of
the country. Then on 14 February 1960, Field
Marshal Muhammad Ayub Khan got his presidency

Army,

confirmed through a referendum. After that, on 1
March 1962, a constitution based on the system of
Basic Democracies was approved, and on 8 June
martial law was lifted and this constitution was
fully enforced; this constitution was based on a
presidential system. Under the 1962 constitution,
the second election was held on 2 January 1965,
and defeating the Madar-e-Millat Mohtarma Fatima
Jinnah, Field Marshal Muhammad Ayub Khan was
elected President of Pakistan.

On 25 March 1969, President Ayub Khan, in
negation of his own constitution, instead of handing
over power to the Speaker of the National
Assembly, handed it over to Commander-in-Chief
General Agha Muhammad Yahya Khan, who,
becoming President of Pakistan and Chief Martial
Law Administrator, seized power. Then General
Yahya Khan announced a legal framework on 30
March 1970 on the principle of one person, one

vote, and drew up a program for elections to a
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Constituent Assembly comprising 313 members. In
it, 169 and 144 seats were allocated for East and
West Pakistan respectively. In June 1970, elections
were announced, but due to floods in East Pakistan
these elections were postponed. Then on 7
1970 the
Assembly and on 17 December for the provincial

December elections for National
assemblies were held. Sheikh Mujibur Rahman's
Awami League won 167 of the 169 seats in East
Pakistan; besides this, only Nurul Amin on the PDP
ticket and independent candidate Raja Tridiv Roy
were able to win. While in West Pakistan, the
Peoples Party received a heavy majority in Sindh
and Punjab, and including women's seats, their
members numbered approximately 85. General
Yahya Khan, contrary to democratic traditions, did
not transfer power to Sheikh Mujibur Rahman; then
a rebellion began there, and ultimately on 16
December 1971 the Fall of Dhaka occurred, and as

a result Bangladesh came into existence.

Then General Yahya Khan, compelled by
circumstances, transferred power to Mr. Zulfikar
Ali Bhutto, and he became the first civilian Chief
Martial Law Administrator and President. Later, on
17 April 1972, the late Zulfikar Ali Bhutto enforced
an interim constitution and, ending martial law,
himself assumed the office of President of Pakistan.
After that, 10 April 1973,
constitution based on a parliamentary system was

on a consensus
approved. On this constitution, besides Nawab
Khair Bakhsh Marri and Dr. Abdul Hayee Baloch
from Balochistan and Nizamuddin Haider and Noor
Muhammad Hashimi from Punjab, the confirming
signatures of all members of the National Assembly
are recorded.

Since then, in the 53 years up to now, 27
amendments have been made to this constitution,
although in the American constitution only 27
amendments have been made over a period of two
the
establishment from time to time keep giving the

and a half centuries. Circles close to
'good news' that behind the scenes preparations for

the twenty-eighth amendment to the constitution

Jort

VAl

have begun, and one of its objectives is also to alter
the NFC Award and make it balanced, and by
reducing the provinces' share from the central pool
of revenues and increasing the federation's share, so
that the federation's financial position may improve
somewhat, because its financial responsibilities
include defense, installment payments on internal
and external loans along with interest, protection of
internal security, as well as dealing with separatism
and terrorist activities, while in the current situation
heavy expenditures are falling on the federation. In
short, on the strength of the arguments the
federation has a strong case, but what is at stake

here are the (provinces') interests.

The Eighteenth Amendment is disliked by the
establishment because under it fifty-seven and a
half percent of total federal revenues goes to the
provinces and the federation's hands are tied. Apart
from installments on internal and external loans
including interest and defense, running the federal
structure is practically impossible without further
and further borrowing, because the federation also
has to make payments for Gilgit-Baltistan, Azad
Kashmir, and the merged tribal districts in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

So the
Amendment, a restructuring of the NFC Award is
desired. It is also desired that funds be transferred

directly from the federation to new administrative

through proposed Twenty-Eighth

units so that the provinces' monopoly may end. In
short, the transfer of political and administrative
power, financial resources, and authority to the
lower level—that is, deconcentration of power—is
desired. In the planners' view, this will strengthen
the federation and give the people governance that
This
Pandora's box has been opened; certainly behind

is accessible down to the lower level.

the scenes its preparation must have been underway
for a long time, however, to strengthen the case,
statistics have also been compiled and their first
glimpse has also been shown.

A constitution provides a framework of rights

L@ d
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and duties for a nation to remain united. This
constitution is a covenant for a nation to remain
united within the bounds of constitution and law.
Nowadays it is interpreted as a Social Contract. It is
very difficult to bring the country's different
provinces, nationalities, and classes together on one
covenant, therefore in the eyes of sensitive,
conscientious, and constitution- and law-abiding
individuals, protection of the constitution is
essential, because day after day cutting and slashing
it and deleting from and adding to it causes
difficulties, and then a time comes when the

constitution becomes a child's plaything.

In our history the constitution has repeatedly
been abrogated and suspended: first in 1958,
second in 1969, third in 1977, and fourth in 1999.
The judiciary's assistance was also included in this,
and it was named the doctrine of necessity.

General Yahya Khan's unconstitutional actions

were given protection in the 1973 constitution.

* General Muhammad Zia-ul-Haq was given the
power to amend the constitution by the Supreme
Court under the leadership of the then Chief

RNl

Ae

Justice Anwarul Haq. Using that power, he
made amendments to the constitution, and then
the non-party National Assembly elected in

1985, through the Eighth Constitutional
Amendment, confirmed his unconstitutional
actions.

* Similarly, General Pervez Musharraf, becoming
Chief Executive, seized power. He was given
the power by the Supreme Court under the
leadership of Justice Irshad Hasan Khan to
remain ruler for three years and to amend the

constitution. General Musharraf's
unconstitutional actions were once again
validated by the elected parliament of 2002
through  the  Seventeenth  Constitutional
Amendment.

Such legal drafts are interpreted as an Indemnity
Bill. So every unconstitutional action had to be
given protection by every incoming assembly or
parliament compelled by circumstances, because
their own survival was also linked to it.

(Daily Dunya — 12 September 2026)
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Areas Under Muslim Rule

and their duration throughout history

. Over 1.000 years
[ 500-1.000 years
[]100-500 years
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; Some Points

[ for the ] .
Iranian Leadership's
(onsideration

—
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During the United Nations General Assembly
session in New York, reports of meetings between
Pakistan's Prime Minister Mian Shehbaz Sharif and
other members of his team with Iranian President
Masoud Pezeshkian and other leaders are being
discussed in the international environment, which
holds great significance in the current situation in
the Middle East and could have far-reaching

consequences.

The Middle East at present is not witnessing a
four-sided war but, in the context of apparently and
behind-the-scenes active forces and lobbies, it can
also be interpreted as an eight-sided global conflict
that appears to be a precursor to a new world war.
The interests of global powers—America, Europe,
Russia, and China—in the Middle East are well
established, while regionally too, four parties are

visible in this war:

1. Israel, which has been struggling for a Greater
Israel for the past eighty years, and its current
exertions appear to be leading it toward a final
round in which it is not letting any opportunity
go to waste.

2. Iran, which since its religious revolution

(1979) has been continuously engaged in

ot

e | :
f_.' "c;
<

Abu Ammar

Zahid-ur-Rashdi

——

advancing expansionist ambitions in the region
on a Sunni-Shia basis, and the progress it has
made in this regard so far cannot be termed

slow by any means.

3. Arab countries, despite themselves being the
battlefield, are not only devoid of mutual unity
and reconciliation but also show no common
agenda, preparation for it, or any level of
activity.

4. Turkey is also not outside this conflict, while
its recent tensions with Israel are giving some

indication of future conditions.

I have had the opportunity over the past half
century to visit Iran, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, Egypt,
and the United Arab Emirates, and as a journalist, I
have also been fulfilling my passion for assessing
situations and writing something. In this
connection, dozens of my articles and reports have
been published in newspapers, which can be
viewed on my website zahidrashdi.org, while a
collection of them has been published by Al-Sharia
Academy Gujranwala in a book of over four
hundred and fifty pages titled "Sunni Shia
Kashmakash" (Sunni-Shia Conflict), which can be

obtained by contacting alsharia.org/contact.
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Nevertheless, keeping in view the -current
situation and future possibilities, I feel like putting
forward a few points to the Iranian leadership with
utmost sincerity: "Perhaps my words may settle in
your heart":

1. Regarding the ongoing proxy war in the
Middle East, the Iranian leadership should
clarify that it has no expansionist-style interest
in matters outside Iran and that it respects the
internal sovereignty and unity of neighbouring

countries.

2. The state borders of Arab countries, especially
Saudi Arabia, are respectable in its eyes, and
the ambitions being attributed to the Iranian
leadership regarding the Haramain Sharifain
(the Two Holy Mosques) are not correct.

3. It is prepared to hold serious talks to create an
atmosphere of mutual harmony with the
Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) at
the level of the Islamic world and with Arab
rulers at the regional level in the war against

Pt s

Qe

Israel, and it recognises an atmosphere of

mutual trust as a regional necessity.

4. While Iran's war with America and Israel and
the blockade of maritime routes during it have
affected the world economy, Pakistan has also
not remained safe from its effects, and its
fragile national economy is facing further
difficulties. In this situation, as a neighbour,
whatever room for manoeuvre can be created
will certainly be given attention.

We hope that these matters must have been
discussed in the meetings between the Pakistani
leadership and the Iranian leadership in New York,
but for them, some serious progress should also be
visible to the public opinion of the Muslim world,
especially the Pakistani people, because we too are
certainly being affected by the consequences of this
conflict, and it is our right to be aware of future
possibilities and to be prepared for them.

https://zahidrashdi.org/5909
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