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The Prophet's
Companions
are the
Witnesses
of the Religion

Abu Ammar
Zahid-ur-Rashdi

Hazrat Abdullah bin Masood (may Allah be pleased with him) said: "If a
person wants to follow someone, he should follow someone who has

passed away because a living person can fall into temptation at any time."
He further stated, "The group of companions (Sahabah) is worthy of being
followed, as they were extremely pious and knowledgeable."

The companions (may Allah be pleased with them) were not only the
first narrators of the Quran and Sunnah but also of the circumstances of
that era. The Quran invited the world to faith in this manner: "l Jia ) sidl ol
s b aa Laild |5l 55 o5 | sxial 28 o Ll If they believe as you (companions of
the Prophet) have believed, then they are rightly guided; but if they turn
away, then they are in severance. In this way, the Quran has made the
companions the standard of religion and truth.

Another aspect is that the foundation of religion is the Quran, the
Sunnah of the Prophet (peace be upon him), and the group of companions
(may Allah be pleased with them). From the fact that:

the Quran provides the principles and regulations,

the Sunnah of the Prophet is its practical form,

and the group of companions represents its collective and social form.

When Ummul Momineen Hazrat Aisha (may Allah be pleased with her)
was asked, she said: "o\i) s " His character was the Quran. I translate
this as: what is theoretical in the Quran is practical in the Sunnah.

Some time ago, someone raised the question that while we respect the
companions, there should be a "definition" of who a companion is. I

AL ,.gfﬁ',.ﬂtrz‘.
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responded that this has already been established and cannot be reopened.

The companions are those whom the Ummah has considered
companions for fourteen hundred years and whom " oiass" (the scholars of
Hadith) have classified as companions in the books of "Jsl sleul" (study
of the biographies of narrators). Among them are "<wll Ji" (the prophet's
household), "ussb«" (migrants to Medina), "_=¥" (supporters of the
migrants), and also "olualy aa =l 03l 5" those who converted to Islam after
the conquest of Makkah. There is a classification among them, but there is
no difference in their being a proof and an ideal.

The saying of Abu Zur'ah Razi (may Allah have mercy on him): "<, 13
alus e dll oo dllh J gy sl g faa) ity Ja )" §s in this very context that "If
you see a man criticizing any of the companions of the Messenger of Allah
(peace be upon him), then know that he is undermining the witnesses of

the religion".
https://zahidrashdi.org/5608
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