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Abu Ammar Zahid-ur-Rashd

Verse 36 of Surah al-Nisa outlines both the rights of Allah and the rights of His
servants. Given the contemporary emphasis on human rights and the perceived
limitations of Islam's approach in certain circles, this verse offers a valuable
perspective.

The verse initially directs believers to worship Allah alone, prohibiting all
forms of Shirk. This is the most fundamental right of Allah and the cornerstone of
fulfilling His due. A person's life, the greatest gift, enables him/her to benefit from
other blessings. As this life is bestowed by Allah, gratitude, obedience to His
commandments, and refraining from associating partners with Him become
paramount responsibilities.

Then the verse emphasizes on the importance of treating parents with kindness.
This theme is echoed throughout the Quran, often paired with discussions of
monotheism and servitude. Commentators explain that while Allah is the ultimate
creator, parents serve as immediate cause of a person's life. Therefore, after
fulfilling one's obligations to Allah, honoring and obeying parents becomes a
priority.

It's essential to note that acknowledging Allah's oneness and serving Him
encompasses all aspects of Islamic law, including the rights of Allah, His
Messenger, and others. True worship involves not only performing specific rituals
but also adhering to the Quran and Sunnah in all aspects of life.

The verse then identifies the individuals whom Allah has designated as
deserving of human kindness:

¢ Close relatives

ot 5 for 2




*  Orphan children

* Indigent and poor people

*  Neighbors who are also relatives
*  Neighbors who are not relatives
*  Companions and fellow travelers
*  Passengers and guests

*  Slaves and subordinates

The verse concludes by emphasizing that neglect of the rights of Allah and His
servants is considered arrogance and boasting in His sight. Just as neglecting
Allah's service is a sign of arrogance, disregarding the rights of His creations is
equivalent to boastfulness and contempt for humanity.

The Prophet's example sheds light on the significance of observing social
rights. In a gathering, with a young child on his right and an elderly companion on
his left, the Prophet was offered a drink. After finishing, he wanted to give the
remaining drink to the elderly companion. However, recognizing the child's right,
he asked for permission. The child responded by asserting his right to the
Prophet's blessing.

The narrator, Sahl bin Saeed RA, recounts that upon hearing the child's
response, the Prophet placed the cup in the child's hand with a gesture that
conveyed displeasure. This incident underscores the Prophet's emphasis on the
importance of mutual rights. Despite his desire to give the cup to the elderly
companion, he recognized the child's right and respected it. By doing this, the
Messenger of Allah (PBUH) taught us the level of significance with regard to
mutual rights.

Our greatest challenge today is our own ignorance of the Quran's teachings and
our failure to share them with the world. If we were to do so, the Quran's
comprehensive and balanced approach to rights would be unparalleled in any
global system.

https://zahidrashdi.org/669
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