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(556
Any person of the Qadiani group or the Lahori group (who call
themselves “Ahmadis” or by any other name) who directly or indirectly
poses himself as a Muslim or calls, or refers to his faith as Islam, or
preaches or propagates his faith, or invites others to accept his faith, by
words, either spoken or written or by visible representation or in any
manner whatsoever outrages the religious feelings of Muslims shall be

punished with imprisonment for either description for a term which
may extend to three years and shall also be liable to a fine.
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260(3) In the constitution and all enactments and other legal
instruments unless there is anything repugnant in the subject or context
(a) "Muslim" means a person who believes in the unity and oneness
of Almighty Allah, in the absolute and unqualified finality of the
Prophethood of Muhammad (peace be upon him), the last of the
prophets, and does not believe in, or recognize as a prophet or religious
reformer, any person who claimed or claims to be a prophet, in any
sense of the word or of any description whatsoever, after Muhammad
(peace be upon him); and
(b) "non-Muslim" means a person who is not a Muslim and includes
a person belonging to the Christian, Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist or Parsi
community, a person of the Quadiani Group or the Lahori Group who
call themselves 'Ahmadis' or by any other name or a Bahai, and a
person belonging to any of the Scheduled Castes.
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VIABLE PATHS
Jor the

Qadiani
Community

Abu Ammar

Zahid-ur-Rashdi

Today, I would like to discuss a critical aspect of the Qadiani issue
related to the preservation of the finality of prophethood, that when we
and the Qadianis unequivocally acknowledge that their religion is
distinct from ours and that we do not share the same faith, then why do
the Qadianis insist on using the name, terms, symbols, and titles
associated with the Muslim religion? Despite following a different and
novel religion, why are they unwilling to adopt their own distinctive
name, signs, terms, and rituals?

This is currently our primary point of contention with the Qadianis.
They have leveraged this issue to confront Muslims in international
institutions and the world media. Unfortunately, many international
organizations and forums are supporting and backing them without
sufficient justification.

In this context, I would like to present evidence to you, gentlemen,
demonstrating that while we categorize the Qadianis as followers of a
new religion separate from Islam, the Qadianis themselves have
formally announced this at various stages. I would like to highlight five
such occasions:

Mirza Ghulam Ahmad Qadiani, in addition to his claim of
prophethood, declared that those who did not believe in him, regardless
of their location, were not Muslims. This was a clear indication that he
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did not consider Muslims worldwide as part of his religion if they did
not accept his claims. Mirza Qadiani used harsh language towards
those who did not believe in him, which I will not mention here. Given
that Mirza Qadiani did not consider those who did not believe in him to
be part of his religion, the Qadianis should abandon their insistence on
being associated with the Muslim religion, as there is no justification
for it.

After the death of Mirza Qadiani's successor, Hakeem Nooruddin
Bhairavi, the Qadiani religion split into two factions.

Maulvi Muhammad Ali, the head of the Lahori group, along with
many of his colleagues, declared that they considered Mirza Ghulam
Ahmad Qadiani as their leader but did not accept him as a prophet.
Mirza Bashiruddin Mahmood, the son of Mirza Qadiani and head of the
Qadiani Jamaat at that time, declared them followers of a different
religion and excluded them from the "Circle of Islam."

This was a direct declaration that they considered only those who
believed in Mirza Qadiani as their co-religionists, excluding all other
groups and individuals worldwide.

According to our perspective, both the Qadiani and Lahori groups
have the same status and are unrelated to Islam. However, the Qadianis
declared Mirza's followers as having a different religion because they
did not consider Mirza Qadiani as a prophet. This clearly implies that
they considered their religion as the most separate and distinct religion.
It is therefore surprising that they are not willing to adopt different
name, rituals, and symbols for this distinct religion.

Before the Red Cliff Commission, established for the partition of
Punjab during the creation of Pakistan, the Qadianis presented their
case separately for the population of Qadian and Gurdaspur district,
instead of identifying as Muslims. This led to Gurdaspur being annexed
to India instead of Pakistan, resulting in the Kashmir issue. This was
formal documentary evidence from the Qadianis that they were
followers of a new religion separate from Islam.

After the establishment of Pakistan, the prominent Qadiani leader
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Chaudhry Zafarullah Khan served as the foreign minister in the cabinet
of Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah, the founder of Pakistan.
However, after the death of Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah
when the funeral prayer led by Maulana Shabir Ahmad Usmani,
Zafarullah Khan, despite being present, did not attend the funeral.
According to national press records, he responded to inquiries by
stating that he should be considered either an infidel minister of a
Muslim government or a Muslim minister of an infidel government.
This was also a clear indication that the religion of the Qadianis
differed from that of the Muslims.

During the 1974 debate in the elected parliament of Pakistan
regarding the Qadiani issue, which ultimately led to the constitutional
declaration of the Qadianis as a non-Muslim minority, the heads of both
groups of the Qadiani Ummah, the Qadianis and the Lahoris, Mirza
Nasir Ahmad and Maulvi Sadar Deen, were given the opportunity to
present their positions before the National Assembly. They participated
in the debate for several days. At that time, Mirza Nasir Ahmad made a
clear announcement on the floor of the Parliament that he did not
consider those who did not believe in Mirza Ghulam Ahmad Qadiani to
be part of his religion and that they were all excluded from the "circle
of Islam" according to him.

Regarding the separation of the Muslim and Qadiani religions, these
five testimonies from the Qadiani camp themselves acknowledge their
distinct religion from Islam. Additionally, the fact that the Qadiani
religion has no connection to Islam and that they are followers of a new
religion separate from Muslims has been repeatedly expressed
collectively by Muslims. I will highlight ten significant testimonies
here:

Immediately after Mirza Ghulam Ahmad Qadiani's claim of
prophethood, renowned scholars from all schools of thought within
Islam unanimously declared that Mirza Qadiani and his followers were
outside the circle of Islam. Among them, Hazrat Allama Syed
Muhammad Anwar Shah Kashmir, Hazrat Pir Meher Ali Shah Golravi,
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and Hazrat Maulana Sanaullah Amritsari are particularly noteworthy.

Allama Muhammad Igbal, the thinker of Pakistan, declared the
Qadianis as separate from Muslims and urged the British government
not to include them among Muslims.

During the British era, the court of Bahawalpur State, after a
thorough examination, declared that the Qadianis had no connection to
Islam or Muslims. In that case, prominent figures like Hazrat Maulana
Syed Muhammad Anwar Shah and Hazrat Maulana Ghulam
Muhammad Ghotvi represented the Muslims.

In 1953, prominent scholars from all schools of thought unanimously
declared the Qadianis as followers of a different religion from Muslims
and demanded that the Pakistani government declare them a non-
Muslim minority. This issue sparked a widespread public movement
across the country.

In 1974, after carefully considering the arguments of both Muslims
and Qadianis, the elected Parliament of Pakistan made a constitutional
decision to recognize the Qadianis as a non-Muslim minority.

During the era of the late President Zia-ul-Haq, a law was enacted to
prevent Qadianis from using the name of Islam and the religious terms
and symbols associated with Muslims. This law was subsequently
ratified by the parliament elected in 1985, solidifying it as a national
decision.

During the tenure of Mr. Yusuf Raza Gilani, when the entire
constitution was revised, the elected parliament of that time reaffirmed
the decision to declare the Qadianis as a non-Muslim minority.

Just a few months ago, this debate resurfaced in the assembly in
relation to electoral amendments. The elected parliament then
unanimously announced for the fourth time that the Qadianis were
separate from Muslims.

At the international level, The Muslim World League, during an
international conference held in Makkah in 1974, announced that the
Qadiani religion had no connection to Islam. This was a unanimous
decision by the entire Islamic world.
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From the state court of Bahawalpur to the Supreme Court of
Pakistan, this issue has been discussed multiple times in judicial
forums. Both the Federal Sharia Court and the Supreme Court have
issued clear decisions declaring the Qadianis as followers of a different
religion from Islam and Muslims.

Respected readers! I have presented five decisions made by the
Qadianis and ten decisions made by Muslims, drawn from historical
records, which clearly establish that the religion of the Qadianis is
distinct from that of Muslims and that they have no connection to
Islam. Despite this overwhelming evidence, the Qadianis and their
supporters stubbornly persist in their efforts to associate the Qadianis
with Muslims.

I want to address the institutions and circles that are unnecessarily
supporting the Qadianis, that they should acknowledge the ground
realities and avoid wasting their time and ours by unjustly backing the
Qadianis. The only options available to the Qadianis are to either repent
from their erroneous beliefs and return to Islam. If this is not their
destiny, they should abandon their stubbornness to be associated with
Muslims by adopting a separate name and determining distinct terms
and symbols for themselves. There is no other viable path for them.

(Published in The Daily Ausaf, Islamabad on the 2nd and 3rd of April, 2018)
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